WAGE RATES ryg!

The accompanying table of index numbers (Table 1) shows the relative changes
from vear to year. A downward movement appeared in most of the groups in 1921
and 1922, after the peak had been reached in 1920. The index numbers for 1923
and 1924 showed on the whole a slightly upward trend, but while there were slight
increases during 1923 in some groups, a substantial decline in coal miners’ wages
reduced the average. In 1926 slight inereases took place in the wages paid by the
building, metal and printing trades, electric railways and steam railwavs. In 1927
general increases took place in all the six groups included in the average, as well as
in the other three groups; wage increases in the building trades and on the steam
railways were the outstanding features of the year.

The rates of wages and hours of labour of emplovees on steam railways in Canada
in recent vears are given in Table 2, and comparable figures for earlier vears will
be found at p. 715 of the 1926 Year Book. Wages of employees in coal mines in
Nova Scofia, Alberta and British Columbia are given in Table 3. Sample wages
and hours of 1abour for miscellansous factory trades aud for unskilled factory labour
in Canadsa in recent vears will be found at pp. 717-719 of the 1926 Year Book.
Finally, rates of wages and hours of labour in 1927 in various trades in the largest
cities of the five economic areas of Canada will be found in Table 4. The attention
of those specially interested in the subject of wages and hours is directed to the
valuable detailed study, “Wages and Hours of Labour in Canada, 1920 to 19277,
published by the Department of Labour is a supplement to the Labour Gazette,
January, 1928,
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